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Barbara Ferguson

Barbara Ferguson's creativity and enthusiasm is evident in everything she has done at VSDB.
Throughout the years, she has worked in the “junior high school'las it used to be called), elementary,
kindergarten, and high school. Her students have enjoyed trips, plays, projects, and authentic work
experiences.

Barbara shined when sponsoring the Drama Club or a high school class. She always has
unique approaches to competitions, plays, events, and fundraisers. The blocking, acting, humor, and
costuming were always fantasticc When VSDB had a Brownie troop and an Outdoor Life Club,
Barbara boldly led students through woods and down rivers.

Her work study students have also benefited from her great energy and insight as she guided
them through a variety of experiences, showing students what is possible and how to achieve it.

Barbara was also a wonderful coworker. She s retiring this year, and will be greatly missed!
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Hometown: Grundy

Quote: Oh, really.

Favorite memory of VSDB: My friends teasing me. They are
funny!

Sports/Activities: Throwing balls, swimming, and chatting
Hobbies: Painting and drawing, using the computer

Plans after graduating: To work after graduating and to stay at
home and relax

Hometown: Richmond

Quote: You are beautiful. Even when you feel ugly or depressed or
guilty or ashamed, there is an inner spark in you which is light. This
light is your beauty. This light is your reflection of God. You are a

child of God, thus you are beautiful.

Sports/Activities: SCA, Jr. NAD, Drama Club, ASL/Art Club,

volleyball manager, varsity basketball player and manager, soccer
Hobbies: I'm always quiet, and I enjoy watching movies on my laptop.

I just started driving, and I just drive anywhere.

Plans after graduating: My plans after graduation are to prepare for my
future. Due to my injury, it will take a little more time than anticipated.
I will be attending a local college. My love is to be an artist or pursue a

job related to art or computers.

Omber Eose Gnders

Hometown: Hillsville

Quote: My advice to other students would be to help each other
and have some fun joking around, too.

Favorite memory of VSDB: The best part of being at VSDB is
that Teia and I have been best friends for 11 years.
Sports/Activities: I played soccer when I was little

Hobbies: I love hanging out, chatting, and having fun with my
friends.

Plans after graduating: I will go straight to work and start my life
with my husband. I am looking forward to starting a family.
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Pijols D. Boll

Hometown: Newport News

Quote: Remember, we are behind you, always!

Favorite memory of VSDB: My best friend, Madelyn Allen, is
very funny and makes me laugh. It’s the best thing in the world!
Sports/Activities: Volleyball, basketball, soccer, cheerleading, Jr.
NAD, Art Club, Drama Club

Plans after graduating: I want to become an artist and go
somewhere for college.
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Hometown: Norfolk

Quote: Pay attention, work hard, learn

Favorite memory of VSDB: I love playing sports! I enjoyed my
classes and had fun with my friends.

Sports/Activities: Drama Club, Jr. NAD, Board Game Club,
Science Club, soccer, basketball, track

Plans after graduating: I will work at Wal-Mart, but I want to be a
wrestling coach at college.

dependence
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Hometown: Staunton

Quote: I’'m not interested in worksheets.

Favorite memory of VSDB: At the Varsity Boys Basketball
Tournament in Florida, we won 6th place, and our team was
excited.

Sports/Activities: Soccer, basketball, volleyball, track, Drama
Club, and SCA

Hobbies: Videogames, texting, chess, and juggling

Plans after graduating: I want to go to BBRC, Blue Ridge
Community College.
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Hometown: Petersburg

Quote: You can’t tell me what to do.

Favorite memory of VSDB: Hanging out with my favorite girls. I
will never forget the SCDB basketball tournament when me and
some girls were playing around in the dorm.

Sports/Activities: I love playing basketball, volleyball, rugby, and
flag football, but most of the time I play basketball and
volleyball. I am also in Drama Club, Dance Club, and Jr. NAD.
Hobbies: I'm a freak for shopping and hanging out with my
friends. Ilike to text. I love playing volleyball and basketball
with my friends.

Plans after graduating: I plan to go to college, take photography,
do day care, and travel to some states with friends.

Clinton %?_ 50Wovm
Hometown: Troutville
Quote: Well, you earned it... Don’t worry. You'’ll be fine.
Favorite memory of VSDB: In March 2009, all junior high school
ang high school boys were so wild and hyper in the pool at
VSDB.
Sports/Activities: JV Basketball, Soccer,
Varsity Basketball, Drama Club, SCA,
Varsity Letter Club, Technology Club, and Jr. NAD
Hobbies: Shopping at the mall, hanging out and chatting
with my friends, chatting on VP200 and my Sidekick
Plans after graduating: I am going to community college
and then straight to Gallaudet.

Hometown: Petersburg, Virginia

Quote: “Life is what you make it.”

Favorite memory of VSDB: Going on Goalball trips.
Sports/Activity: Goalball and Clogging

Favorite hobbies: Reading, talking on the phone, being on the
computer, and hanging out with friends.

Plans after graduating: Going to college to major in Child
Psychology
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Hometown: Troy, TN
Quote: Always be true to yourself. Be peaceful and loving. Look
at people on the inside, not the outside.
Favorite memory of VSDB: Spending time with my girlfriend
.g and good friends.
Sports/Activities: Volleyball, basketball, soccer, track,
‘ Technology Club, Drama Club, President of the senior class, SCA
: Plans after graduating: Community college and relaxing

Shaonnon Marie Fromblbin

Hometown: Warrenton

Favorite memory of VSDB: Having a lot of fun with my best
friend, Tara Frost, when she was my roommate.
Sports/Activities: Volleyball manager 2008-2009

Hobbies: Texting, hanging out with friends, eating fast food,
sleeping a lot, and having fun

Plans after graduating: I will go to Lord Fairfax Community
College for two years, and then get a job.

dependence

Tova Potzicia Frost™

Hometown: Portsmouth

Quote: Follow your heart and be proud of yourself.

Favorite memory of VSDB: Socializing with friends
Sports/Activities: Drama Club and Fashion Club

Hobbies: Listening to music, watching sci-fi on TV, watching
movies, collecting pictures, and playing games on the computer
Plans after graduating: Go to Tidewater Community College or
another program

Independencq
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Hometown: Norfolk

Quote: Don’t blame me, but our world is not perfect.

Favorite memory of VSDB: Sorry teachers, but three years ago, |
set alarm clocks in every teacher’s room.

Sports/Activities: Soccer, basketball

Hobbies: Hanging out with my homie and traveling

Plans after graduating: I haven’t decided yet. I am thinking of
going to college or working and moving out of Virginia

Hometown: Fredericksburg

Quote: If I made it, I know you all can, too.

Favorite memory of VSDB: Hanging out with my friends
Sports/Activities: Volleyball and basketball

Hobbies: Talking on the videophone
Plans after graduating: Going to work then college

Beittney, Pichole King

Hometown: Pulaski

Quote: Work hard and you will be successful.

Favorite memory of VSDB: I will miss chatting with my best
friends, Taylor, Lisa, and TaQuetta. We laughed a lot. We joked
with each other. We went to the mall.

Sports/Activities: Baseball, basketball, and volleyball at my
school in Marion

Hobbies: Cooking, housekeeping, art, sewing, going on the
computer, listening to country music, and playing with my puppy
Plans after graduating: Being a married housewife
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Hometown: Charlottesville

Quote: DaSam, keep playing sports!

Sports/Activities: Basketball, soccer

Hobbies: Hanging out with friends, texting with friends,
skateboarding, bike riding, working with family lawn cutting
service/business

Plans after graduating: I plan to work with my dad in his lawn
mowing business.

Koson bobel Somntana

Hometown: Harrisonburg
Quote: Don’t Be Negative... BE Proud, Be Yourself
My favorite memory at VSDB: I never forget when I was
sophomore, and I was fighting with Emylou in dorm, somehow I
accidentally hit Emylou with my elbow. Then she got black eye. I

* told her, “You look like clown!”
P— Sports/Activities: Volleyball, Basketball, Drama, JR NAD, SCA,
Dance Club and Class of 2010
Hobbies: Chatting, hanging out with my friends, driving around,
watching movies
Plans after graduation: Attend community college and NTID or
work

Hometown: Middlesex

Quote: Just because you do not have sight does not mean you do
not have vision.

Favorite memory of VSDB: Hangout out with all of my friends at
goalball games

Sports/Activities: President of Spirit Club, Secretary of NFBJ,
goalball 2003-2009, chorus 2003-2009, track 2008

Hobbies: Reading, cooking, listening to music, watching movies,
and going downtown with Kierra

Plans after graduating: I will go to BRCC for 2 years, transfer to
Mary Baldwin to get my degree in education then go to Louisiana
Tech to get my masters in Vision Impairment.

tor the Stars Reach for the S?
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Hometown: Portsmouth, Virginia

Quote: “My quote changes every day so ask me tomorrow.”
Favorite memory of VSDB: My favorite memory at VSDB takes
place ironically in my least favorite year. It was with me and about
half of the dorm - we were all out on the patio eating pizza, talking,
laughing and having a great time. The next day we were going to
have a cookout - Poor Earnie cooked on the grill, wearing a
sombrero in the pouring rain! He came in with a smile from ear to
ear.

Favorite hobbies: Playing video games and pool.

Plans after graduating: I have no idea. I want to go to college and
study zoology and/or computer programming in game design.

Hometown: Blacksburg

Quote: You will achieve your goal when

you walk up the steps to it.

Favorite memory of VSDB: Earning 1,819 career points
Sports/Activities: Basketball, soccer, track

Hobbies: Basketball, football, flirting, sleeping, eating, wrestling,
and teasing

Plans after graduating: I plan to go to Gallaudet and play on their
basketball team.

Qbomad Subhi

Hometown: Falls Church, Virginia

Quote: “Don’t let the eye fool you.”

Favorite memory of VSDB: Learning how to play the piano with
Ms. Marshon. Barbeques at Earnie’s house were always fun for
me except that time a few of us got into trouble.
Sports/Activities: Track, Goalball (one year)

Favorite hobbies: Listening to music, playing video games,
having fun, running, texting, and playing the piano

Plans after graduating: College to study communications ™
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SUPERLATIVES

BEST DRESSED
Ciara Willard
Devyn Johnson

O

MOST ARTISTIC
Najah Bell
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MOST FOLUSED
Keaunna ®olden
Tim Cave




SUPERLATIVES

BEST DANCERS
LaQuinta Brown
Cyron Stokes

FUNNIEST
Kendra Lewis
Clinton Colquhoun

MOST LIKELY TO
ducLEED
Odessa Johnson
Cyron Stokes

MOST DRAMATIC
Sierra Campbell
Devyn Johnson
MOST ATHLETIC
Rosa Santana
Cyron Stokes
WILDEST
Kendra Lewis

Justin Shade
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Geoptember 17, 2009

Mers. Dunham's United States Government class
gave a short Constitution Day presentation to the
8th graders and high school students. Cyron Stokes
gave the background information on the
Constitution while other students in the class took
turns explaining the parts of the Constitution from
the Preamble to the amendments. The Constitution
was then celebrated with a “birthday party”. Three
cckes were baked and decorated by the students.

Deaf Awareness Week
september 21-24, 2009

Monday, Opening Activities
Tuesday, "What is DAW?"
Wednesday, Deaf Awareness ASL Game
Thursday, Panel of Deaf Adults




SUCCESSFUL BLIND PROFESSIONAL CAREER
EXPLORATION SEMINAR
October 23, 2009

Professionals who were blind visited our middle and high
school students to share what alternative skills of blindness
(Braille, O&M, technology, and positive attitudes) they needed
in order for them to strive & achieve their successes. Students
conducted the presentation by interviewing the presenters ahead
of time. These individuals stayed for lunch where students had
additional time for one-on-one conversation.
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NoveEMseERr 18, 2009
COORDINATED BY IKRISTIN QUINN
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/: 2 1st Place: (tie) Scarlet Racey: "Colored Candle Conundrum"
‘ Shyanne Racey: "Which Bubble Gum Blows the Biggest Bubble?"

Britni Witter: "Grease is the Word!"
Taylor Yopp: "Clean Test"

3rd Place: Shannon Hansen: "Is Permanent Marker Really Permanent?"

“*2nd Place: (tie)

4th Place: (3-way tie) Heather Jacobs and Kim Zepeda: "Volume Test"
Napoleon Langston, Troy Ford MJO son:
"How Fast Does Water F
ario Moore, Louis Ramos
"How B@iSand :



Fall Concert
November 5, 2009
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UNDER
CONSYRUCTION

There have been many
changes around campus.
The school is building a
new academic building
and a new dorm. A new
maintenance building is
already complete, and
there are many more
changes on the way.
VSDB is getting a
facelift!

Shafer Maintenance
Complex

The old maintenance
building has been
demolished to make way
for the new academic
building. The new
maintenance building is
complete.
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ork on the new academic building has begun on the site of the old maintenance The Chapel and “'"""'Y’ are being
building. repainted.

The renovations are nearly complete on the Stuart Building which will hold the a
library media center on the top floor and the Student Center on the ground floor.

Kilistrom. Loe
o CONSTRUCTION AREA
HARD HATS AND
SAFETY GLASSES

REQUIRED

L S g

Hall's porch, stairs, and paths have been repaved.  The path around the flagpole was redesigned.
i k& It now widens to a circle around the flagpole.

49



3
3=
¥
nts had GREA ontests,
was “Read to the MAX™ — a refererce to
Rice eeries. The Sth book, Farg, care out
& LP versiore

X e audiOvOCk
ra mitation contess

T Teen Read \Veek

NeNad at

MM\MMMM G!M Mach The grard prize drawnee
M w M h) ﬁn Mnx l y Farie H, ard a Books to Movies trivia contest, won by Britta
Tt d pr - WIrers were.
Brittany S. — Fang audiovook
Fag nLF

et K
10 movie gift card
eF. ) Wamart gft card
lents particpated n an orire «
StUCeNtS mataned movie protos to bock 1
movie gt carce,

ntest caeg

he wirers were:
/. - - . - . a2'a A
€ Oy oe 20o'rg 1
A, Breama G, ard Kanji D.
A particpantsl




£ T SO e N
f‘ .\ 0.’ o% ..%/O \°\..°° //L
—o gee0 O o’.— o .
~e /‘.o. 0g® .o.\ '/.’.,m_,.'\'

) \:. /- o .--... \. /./ '.\.\
R @a®Bg
0...00.. L

N -~ P @ .4 it »

o Rl o N %%\Z"i-'i'-'(-\'§ b/ Mo O i
auve the T 330 “YYlon .

My 200

20 00 ¥

Cogteseetls e Yoy :0 ,/“\\.\' LI\

©rrox

.'ooo. - }.\.-"/” VPt . \.I./
SR ARG A e e
. L lee\®
Brd Aol Food TOrive
TNy
\A&)j‘io 20049 \.\'}.'.t/. :

00 0@ —ei: 139 Xk of 3
George Payre vounteered to have hiveeff taped to ™, &3
the wal n the cafeteria if we met our goad of 1,000 .
cae. Ve met and exceeded it and <o, here he i




Cardinal Reading Series

Rachel Bavister read Chapter 10 of To
Kill @ Mockingbird by Harper Lee.
Richard Haelen read Al Capone Does my Shirts by
Gennifer Choldenko.

Debbie Oldman-Brown read Treasure Donna Wait read the book Silent Observer
lsland by Robert Louis Stevenson by Christy MacKinnon.




Challenge Program Lectures

VSDB
STAUNTON
VIRGINIA
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Ciara Willord: Stage Crew Manager

and fashion designer

Devyn Johnson:
Student Director

Kendra Lewis and Devyn Johnson

A =
Masters of Ceremony

PR ks C
Chelsea Webbo: Fashion Show

Photographer
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Kristy McClain: Head Coach

Tom Dumontier: Assistant Coach
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Atheletes

Kierra Davis
Shonnon Hanson
Abigail Parsons

Scarlet Racey
Mary Katherine

Feehan
LaQluincey Ferrell
Demarcusnez Sandige

Tyler McDonald

Farris Hallaj




Assistant Coach: Jennifer Lawhorn  Head Coach: Kathy Campbell

Cierra Johnson, Ciara Willard, Keaunna Bolden, Khai Llewellyn, LaQuinta Brown, Cara Eason,
Kendra Lewis

Deanna Mutz, Najah Bell, Sierra Campbell, Chelsea Rush, Manager: Odessa Johnson

Chelsea Webb, Rosa Santana




Players
Christopher Alexander
Breanna Garcia
Nick Shafer
Stephen Wessely
Alfred Proffitt
Hannah Mills
Dorian Smith
Aaron Quillen

ﬂﬁ/’@i Varsity

Coach: Harry Wood

Managers: Thania Garcia-Ramirez and Malik Sims
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BOYS' VARSITY
MVP: Cyron Stokes: VSDB dll time leading ]; I‘S I(]?rlil; 1‘]‘]‘

scorer with Career Total: 1819 points.

—oachs award: Tim Cave :
Vost Improved: Erik Corral VOFS”Y PlOYerS

Deaf All-Star Team: Cyron Stokes

Cliff Watson: Head Coach
Richard Haelen: Assistant Coach




Deaf All-Star Team:
LaQluinta Brown

Rosa Santana

GIRLS' VARSITY
BASKETBALL

2009-2010 VSD GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM — Record: @ - 8
KNEELING ROW: Chelsea Webb Rosa Santana, and Cara Eason
2nd ROW: Managers: Chelsea Rush, Deanna Mutz, and
Odessa Johnson (missing.
3rd ROW: Coach Anita Robinson; Taylor Yopo; Heather Jacobs
Keaunna Bolden;

LaQuinta Brown, Kahi Llewellyn, Cara Willard, Kendra Lewis

Gabi Romero and Assistant Coach Ronnie Knuckles.
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Awards and

Achievements

MVP: Erik Corral

Coach's award:
Demarcusnez Sandige

Most Improved:
Clinton Colquhoun

Deat All-American Team:
Tim Cave and Eri!< Corral

Seniors: Rob Bradley, Cyron Stokes, Clinton Colguhoun, Josh Harvey, DaSam Benn
ors: lim Cave, Erk Corral

“ophomores: Demarcusnez Sandige, Mynor Moore, and Taylor Yopp: Manager
=shmen: Tim Smith, Stephen Wessely, Devin Guertler
Grade: Kahji Dabney, Aaron Quillen, and Justin Broxton
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' Coaches: Harry Wood and Rhonda Jennings
Members: Tim Cave (iunior), Cyron Stokes (senior] ¢

Stephen Wessely (freshmanl, and Sierra Campbell (freshman

March 28 - 20, 2010
Marie Katzenbach School for the Deaf (N}







Odessa Johnson
Rosa Santana
Devyn Johnson

Earl Edward

LaQuinta Brown

Tara Frost

Sierra Campbell

Mynor Moore

Chelsea Webb

Kendra Lewis

Maranda Maurer
Lindsay Burris




Band d Chorus

‘a /"' q

3ack Row: Chelsey Ballance, Shannon Hansen, Tyler Gumm, Farris Hallaj, Alyssa Cook, Scarlet Racey
~ront Row: Britni Witter, Shyanne Racey, Mckayla Greeley, Ravern Turner

“ront Floor: Demarcusnez Sandidge
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JUNIOR
)NAL ASSOCIATION

Officers

Tim Cave, President Naich Bell, Vice-President
LaQuinta Brown, Treasurer Sierra Campbell, Secretary

Jr. NAD teaches leadership skills. Sponsors Marianne Dunham and
Bobbie Dietz, along with active members of the Deaf community
such as Alice Frick, Wayne Frick, and Rachel Bavister are invaluable
role models for future Deaf leaders.
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DaSam Benn
Keanna Bolden
Ethan Dotson
Cara Eason
Earl Edwards
Devyn Johnson
Odessa Johnson
Khai Lewellyn
Kendra Lewis
Hannah Mills
Mynor Moore
Kelsey Ryan
Rosa Santana
Nick Shatfer
Taylor Yopp

Sponsors

Bobbie Dietz
Marianne Dunham




BACK ROW
Thania Garcia-Ramires, Vice-President; Breanna Garcia, Secretary; Wayne Castle,
Treasurer;
Hannah Mills, President
FRONT ROW
Adrian Crosby, Sergeant at Arms; Kahji Dabney, former President
Not Pictured: Ethan Dotson, former Sergeant at Arms

High School SCA

President - Tim Cave Vice-President - Rosa Santana
Secretary - Keaunna Bolden Treasurer - LaQuinta Brown
Freshman Representative: Sierra Campbell
Sophomore Representatives: Mynor Moore and Taylor Yopp

Junior Representatives: Cuong Huynh and Justin Shade
Senior Representatives: Cyron Stokes and Clinton Colquhoun
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LaQluinta

T

Sponsors: Tina-Margaret Steel and Neida Willioms




Members DaSam Benn, Gabi Romero, Brittney Carter, and Lisa Parker
Sponsor: Kristin Quinn

Members: Xandru Armheim, Stephen Wessely, Taylor Yopp, Tim Smith
Heather Jacobs, Alfred Proffitt, Javier Alcazar, and Madelyn Allen - not pictured
Sponsor: Kristin Quinn
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To the class of 2010:

To the Class of 2010,
A look back at the ha times, the
As you leave your outstanding school, VSDB, | wish you all the best that i ::lend:y:u've m‘:ep‘ynd g

life can provide. Please remember ALL of the staff who have helped you the things you've learned at VSDB, and as
along your journey here and provided you with many many memories. In you look ahead to a future full of promise
the future when you face tough times think of the advice someone gave and opportunity -my very best wishes go
you and allow that to strengthen you and/or comfort you. | am SO with you all!

proud of each of you and your accomplishments. It has been my pleasure

to work with each one of you. PLEASE come back and visit us and let us May every success be yours an‘: may all
know how your life away from VSDB is progressing! Jour dreame cots trus

Love, Congratulations! Mrs. Marianne Dunham
Cheryl Siron
Robert,
You made il You have made our lives so interesting. You are a “Type A™ dll the way:
Artist, Architect, and Aviator.... Oh, and Arguer! You are such a good friend to your
brother, Carroll, even as you argue with him. True brothers you are. We are very proud

CongramIaF'onS to a"_ of of you and love you dearly. You have a wonderful future chead of youl Now go dean
you who will be moving
on in life. You will be
missed. I wish the best
for each of you. You all

will be in my prayers. Casey Morehouse, Steve Bradley, and Carroll Bradley :
No matter what you do, Seniors, :
make sure it is Yoq are graduating
something you love to this June. PAH!!
do and do it with all your Best of luck in
heart! Good luck and ® whatever you do with
God bless you! your future

your room. LOL
Love,

Mom, Dad, and Carroll

Harry Wood and make VSDB
proud of you all!
Bobbie Dietz

Dear Graduating Class of 2010,

We have enjoyed watching you grow up and being part of your lives while you were here. We hope
that you will continue to learn and grow in knowledge, wisdom, and compassion and that you will make
a positive difference for everyone in you path. It is in helping others that we help ourselves.

Battle 2 Houseparents

The Virginia Association of the Deaf whose mission is to promote,
protect, and preserve the rights and quality of life of Deaf and
Hard of Hearing individuals in the Commonwedlth of Virginia,
congratulates you on your graduation from the Virginia School for
the Deat and the Blind. Your school has prepared you well, so
may you go far.

Sincerely,

Rachel Bavister, President

To the Class of 2010:

You are a very special group of young deaf adults! You are beautiful, talented, smart and
funny. I will always remember the good times at VSDB with you. I want you all to go out into
the world and be the best that you can be. You are also very special to me because you are the
last graduating class of my 33 years here at VSDB. I will be leaving with you. Best of luck to
all of you!

Barbara Ferguson




Brittany,

Wow! It is hard to believe that I am writing your graduation letter. It seems like just a few years ago you blessed
the world with your presence. You certainly have blessed me and the people with whom you share your space in this
world.

You were such a beautiful baby and have grown into a beautiful, strong, brilliant, caring, loving, independent
woman. Your beauty on the outside is just a prelude to the beauty you have on the inside. The heart you have is
filled with such love and caring for others. You have such an exuberant personality that exudes a liveliness that
many crave.

Strong is a word that fits you in many ways. All that you have faced in this first part of your life, you have handled
because you are strong. Strong individuals can face the challenges that are thrown their way and persevere. They are
also the people who have the gumption to make things happen, to change things for the better. You have always been
a strong advocate for yourself and others. It has not always been easy or the popular thing to do, but I am proud of
you for not just being a “yes man”! It takes a strong individual to take the less popular path when it is the right thing
to do.

Brittany, you have already accomplished so many things. You have been an exemplary student; you are
graduating with an advanced diploma and a 4.0 GPA; you have been inducted into the National Society of High
School Scholars. You have been involved in many aspects of community. You have helped build and launch a rocket
successfully with NASA, you have been on Capital Hill to help inspire changes that would make many lives better,
helped developers and researchers with possible new technologies that would enhance others education, been an
active participant in NFB events, and helped your local community with various charitable actions. These are just a
few of the things that you have done because they are important to you. You see a need or a chance to change
people’s perception, and you make things happen; you are strong enough to take it on.

High school may have come to an end, but you are beginning a new exciting phase of your life. You are a woman
whom I think the best is yet to come. You are goal oriented and have a vision for what you want to do. I think you
will exceed everyone’s expectations and do things on a grand scale. I believe your name will be on the tip of many
people’s tongues as you make your way in the world. I could not be prouder of you. Brittany, you are the best!!!!

Love you much,

Y
am Dear Clinton,
Being your parent has been one of the greatest

gifts in my life.
Clinton, You have exceeded my expectations in your
I am very proud of you graduating high school. academic progress
I can't believe how quickly the years have and | am so very proud of youl Believe in yourself
passed.
You've come such a long way since Virginia
Heights Elementary School, and you should be
so very proud of yourself.
I know, no matter what you do, you will be a

and you will find success.
| love you,

Mom

success. You are so smart! Clinton,
More importantly, I just want you to be happy. “H?w ‘i;:(‘l;::?bl:, that the yea:s have passed
I will always love you, no matter what. agoq‘;ou :eems"sucIch“dl pdlamyingt t'onmemy
Iﬁz\ée’ kitchen floor, often drawing silly pictures
Clnion of grandpop and me. We laughed so much!
Now here you are, a fine, young man,
graduating from high school, and entering
another stage of your life. | am so very
proud of you! You have worked hard.

You have come so far from the boy you were when we first met.
You are now a very hard-working, mature young man, and | am so
very proud of you. | know you will succeed in anything you set

your mind to do. Remember though, that | will be there for you, to Continue with your d Iiiaali ¢

help and guide you, should you ever need me. for you, a icdive anidt y life.
llove you With much love,

Your step dad Grandmom Mattie
John




Brittney,
You are a miracle. You have faced many challenges HOPQ, ;
and have succeeded in all of them with a smile. We CQ“WV‘& S\ your

are very proud of you and dll you have achieved. %‘?“’\L’a}‘.’o\"' Dwwy amd | are so
We love you. pravd ol you and yaur
PawPaw and Nanna accoamphalmens. Gread Jobl
Remember Wie 18 2 jouney.

Door Cloaa of 20 1 O, Eniey 2l M) Gad \as guven o
You bove mvode it through bigh achool. 5oL e day 2d 2 Wume. Alwas
congra tula tiord Find e\nﬁaa:i/vou w youn Ofe. put Hom Cursd on 2l W) 4oL do.
ond puanaue it: Don't fanget to Gooke bode We love you.
ond rarnarboen good tivnes that you bod bere  DRNWY 200 SU3L
at VST B Thewe ane Moy gMJ tirvvea
obeod, tes. ood Qude oa Yyou envlen ivlo the

roxl 6:&040 ofy Od
dmmico BPatva

Dear Noah,

You entered our world on Feb. 12, 1992. In a hurry even then, you arrived three months early, kicking and
screaming with all your 2 pound twelve ounce might, as if to say, “Here I am world, deal with me!” Medicine, machines, and the
expert care of many doctors and nurses, along with many prayers and the grace of God kept you alive until you could grow
enough to come home. On April 12, 1992, you came home and it was up to us to keep you alive. For the first few months, it was
easy. A monitor was nearby to alert us if you stopped breathing, but you soon learned to pull the leads off and set off the alarm to
bring us running. We played that game for about ten months, then the medical company took the monitor away and you had to
learn new ways to keep our attention - fun things like pulling hair, biting, wriggling out of our arms, and climbing out of high
chairs, strollers, and carts despite several harnesses and straps designed to keep you safe.

During this time you visited many doctors and we were told that the oxygen used to keep you alive had damaged
your retinas and that you were blind in your right eye and partially blind in your left eye. You were very small and not yet mobile
when we first learned this so we anxiously waited for you to grow and learn to crawl and walk so we could see what you would
do. You learned to belly crawl and about 12 months and you had no problems in the house or in the yard. When you were about
eighteen months old you learned to walk, and shortly thereafter, to run, and this became your normal speed. At this point,
keeping you alive got much much harder. We were so excited that you could move around and not bump into things that we let
you lead and we followed. We followed you all over the neighborhood, the mall, the park, Walmart, and church. You developed
specific routes and routines and would only enter stores thru doors that made a certain sound that only you could hear. You
identified your school bus by the sound of its motor and when it broke down and they sent a substitute bus, you did not want to
get on. At school you were a challenge to your teachers. You put your head down on your desk and they thought you were not
listening. Then you would ask or answer a question in such a way that they knew you were very aware of everything that was
going on. Your classmates loved you because you could ask questions close enough to the subject at hand that the teachers would
try to answer you but far enough off the subject to derail any lesson plan. You employed this tactic at all grade levels whenever
you thought the class was too quiet.

Eighteen years have gone by all too quickly. From birth to 2 years old you required round the clock care. From 2
years to 6 years old it took your sister, your dad, and me working in shifts, one on one with you to keep you safe. From 6 years to
12 years old it was down to your dad and me. These were the years when you seemed determined to crack your head open, run
into traffic or fall into the moat at Fort Monroe or the alligator pit in Florida. You were never afraid of the dark or getting lost
because you always trusted us to find you and we always did. About the time you turned 12 years old, we could see a change
beginning. You were able to apply all the things we taught you and take care of yourself a little bit. All of the hours we spent
rocking you and singing to you and praying with you, al the years of reading to you and doing homework and teaching you the
things you needed to know were not in vain. You have grown into a remarkable young man. You are smart and polite and you
do not let anyone tell you that you cannot do something. You just go ahead and prove them wrong. I know that you have taught
us many things over the years as well and we are very proud to be your parents. By the will of God we were made a family and
we have done our best to raise you according to His instructions. We were especially happy when you accepted Jesus as your
Savior. And now as you take off your camouflage and put on your graduation gown and leave the guidance of VSDB and the
comforts of home, all I have to say is “Look out world, here he comes!”

Love, Mom and Dad
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